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and ought to be, the same thing as a soliloquy.    It is,
however, for nobody else/

6 February, 1787.

; It is settled that I am to move and conduct the
impeachment against Impey, for which nothing hut-
some diffidence in my own nerves, and perhaps appli-
cation, prevents me from having as human appetite as
anybody; for he is a. consummate villain.1 . . . I am
confounded a little and dismayed at the degree of
estimation a number of people seem to hold me in,
Buxke, Francis, Dudley Long, Montagu, Fox, the Duke
of Portland, have all formed an exaggerated notion
and extravagant expectations about me; and I seem
likely to have your Q>WQ dream or vision verified by
being raised to the skies and then bumped down again,
as I may very probably be even lower than I de-
serve. But all must be risked for a good and valuable
purpose/

e February 3.

6 The Indian business is taking a most -unexpected
but a most pleasant turn to me, who wish to see justice
done on this great object by whatever hands it may.
The examination of Thursday2 indicated a sort of con-
currence of administration with us, and a degree of

1 ' Of Impels conduct it is impossible to speak too severely,' says
Lord Macanlay. The connection and friendship which had existed
between Warren Hastings and Sir Gilbert's brother, Alexander Elliot,
had made Sir Gilbert very unwilling to take an active part in the pro-
secution of what he nevertheless considered the wholly indefensible
policy of the late Governor-General; and it was in regard to these
feelings that the charge against Sir E. Impey was selected for him.

8 Of Mr, Middletoa, February L